PREFACE

Village Uplift in India and its second edition The Remaking
of Village India are now out of print. Such has been the
progress made since then that much of what was said there
need not be said again. What is wanted now is a book
pointing out briefly what has to be done and how it should
be done.

An attempt is made in this little book to supply this
need but no one knows better than I do how far it will fall
short of being a complete guide to rural reconstruction.
Problems vary from village to village and so do the solutions
of the same problem. At the same time, I feel that a brief
description of various remedies for some of the difficulties
and troubles of the Punjab village, all of which have some-
where or other been accepted as satisfactory by actual
villagers, will be of value to many workers.

This book is not intended to replace the text-books of the
various sciences which deal with rural subjects. It is
intended for the lay worker, official or non-official, and only
contains what every intelligent person living or working
in a village should know for his own and his neighbour's
well-being. At the same time its contents have been
scrutinized by experts and their criticisms and suggestions
most carefully acted upon, so that, simple though the book
tries to be, I think its technical details may be accepted
as generally correct. For this result, I am more than
grateful to many kind frierids, official and non-official, who
have given me such willing and painstaking help. In
particular, Mr F. B, Wace, I.C.S., Registrar of Co-operative